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Topic 1A: You have got what it takes (2nd Peter 1:3) 

 

Area 1: God has given you an identity, unique design, and purpose 

along with the gifts to accomplish them. 

Topic 1A: You have what it takes (2
nd

 Peter 1:3)  
 
Hi, I want to thank everyone for coming to this Heart Of A Nation® party today and to thank Kim for 
letting us meet on her beautiful property here in Albemarle County, Virginia, by a fantastic lake.  This is 
our second Heart Of A Nation ® party with our inaugural class of young men going through the program. 

Raise your hand if you are enjoying the Heart Of A Nation ® program.  That’s great.  That is what 
Nick and I have a heart for, seeing fathers investing in the hearts of their young men, parents investing 
in the hearts of their young men, the people of the church, especially the mentors, investing in the 
hearts of young men.  That is what we are all about, and it is exciting to see all of you out here.   

I am going to ask you a question.  Who here, is the best in the world at something?  At anything?  
Do we have any world champions?  Daniel?  You are faster than your dad?  Outstanding!  Outstanding!  
Well, I know something that everyone here is the best in the world at actually.  Does anybody know 
what it is?  What is it Daniel?  Being best friends, that’s true.  I’m the best in the world at one thing, and 
it’s being me.  There is only one “Tom”, God only made one “Tom” like me, and I’m him and there is no 
one in the world that can be a better “Tom”.  You know what, there is nobody in the world that can be a 
better John or Kyle or any of you other boys.   You are the only one.  Remember that, God created you 
uniquely, and there is no one in the world that can be as great a you as you are. That is the theme of 
what we are talking about today. 

You guys are around age 12, plus or minus, 11, 12, 13 plus or minus a few years, and I remember 
that for me that was a tough age.   That is a tough time at school.  There are a lot of changes going on, 
with your education, with your bodies, with friends.  I remembered two or three years back I was 
looking at the girls eye to eye, we thought similarly maybe.  Then, all of a sudden, they were three feet 
taller than I was, and their clothes didn’t fit the same way they used to.  I remember being very 
intimidated in 7th and 8th grade by these new giants called girls.  It’s a tough time.  Some people are 
hitting puberty earlier than others.  I remember we had physical fitness class, and our lockers were in a 
horseshoe shape.  You would come in after gym class and run through the shower and take a towel and 
get your clothes back on.  I hit puberty about ten years later than everyone else, so I would keep my 
underwear on until the very last second and then run through the shower real quick and then back to 
get my clothes on as fast as I could.  When I entered high school, I was 5’4”, and weighed 104 pounds.  
My sophomore year I was 5’4” 104 pounds.  I started my junior year at 5’4” 104 pounds, and by the time 
I finished my junior year, I was 6’2”, 132 pounds, soaking wet.  So I really didn’t hit puberty until I was 
almost a senior in high school, and let me tell you.  Being 6’2” and 132 pounds is something – sometimes 
if there was a strong wind I would end up being blown three states away.   If my parents saw a 
windstorm coming they would go lash down the sails and then return to tie my feet to the anchor so I 
wouldn’t get blown away. 

That is a tough time.  I remember in 7th and 8th grade there were some kids experimenting with 
some dangerous things, like alcohol, like drugs, like sex.  I couldn’t even spell sex back then, but these 
are real issues that you guys are dealing with, that you are seeing or will see soon.  We need to talk 
about it.  We need to get it on the table.  We need to be real about it.  It’s a tough transition, and to 
make things worse, you know what I enjoyed doing when I was in 7th grade?  Of all things, I enjoyed 
playing army guns.   That’s what I liked to do.  So each day after school we would get decked out in 
camouflage, grab our plastic army guns, head into the forest and shoot each other, ambush each other, 
capture each other.  We could play war all day long.  I did that into high school, but do you think the kids 
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at school thought that was cool?  No.  No, absolutely not.  I was labeled.  I was one of those weird guys 
who liked to play with army guns and the cool kids were doing this new thing called skate boarding and 
following this guy called Tony Hawk.  I was not what you would call a popular kid.  I was in some honors 
classes, but the girls didn’t really seem to dig that too much.  To make things worse, I was in Boy Scouts 
too, and that wasn’t the most popular thing to do either.  I really enjoyed being outdoors and camping 
and hiking.  The bottom line was that I was receiving a lot of messages from my friends at school, from 
my peers, and the message was basically that “you’re weird, you’re not like we are, you’re not cool, 
you’re not stacking up, you don’t have what it takes.”  That’s a message that a lot of people receive.   

Let’s talk about messages that we receive at this age, approximately 12 years old plus or minus a 
few years.  You are in school, and your textbooks are telling you that we all came from some “primordial 
soup”, that we are a cosmic accident.  That there was just the right temperature and then a meteor hit 
another meteor and then BAM!, there was life, and we started as single cells and have grown into what 
we are today and it is just by chance, that we are not special, that we are just a mix of carbon and water 
essentially.  We also have the media, which is telling us that you need this product to be cool.  You need 
to look like this to be popular.  If you don’t have this, then you don’t have what it takes.  If you don’t 
have this symbol on your car, then you haven’t made it yet.  We receive all these messages that are 
really beating down your confidence and your psyche.  What I want to contrast is the message the Bible 
sends us. 

I’m not a seminary professor here, but generally the message of the Bible is this – that there is a 
loving God in heaven who created us.  He created each one of us uniquely and individually.  He loves us.  
He is going to guide us.  He wants relationship with us.  He has a specific purpose for us – a reason that 
we are here.  He tells us in His word encouraging things like, “I can do all things through Christ who 
strengthens me.”  “I know the plans I have for you, plans to prosper you and not to harm you, plans to 
give you a hope and a future.”  “I’ve given you everything you need for Godliness and righteousness 
through knowledge of me.”  In the Bible we see excellent encouraging verses like these versus the 
textbooks which tell us we are an accident, and that it is survival of the fittest and dog eat dog out there 
- that you have to work hard to beat the other guy down to make it to the top.  God says there is beauty 
in every one of us.   

So contrast those two images, and go back to the story of how the kids in school thought I 
wasn’t too cool because I liked to play army.  Now I want to fast forward 12 years in my life. 

It was three o’clock in the morning.  The moon was half lit.  I wasn’t using any light.  I had all 
kinds of light equipment, but we weren’t using any of it.  My clothes were soaking wet with sweat.  They 
were so soaking wet that you could literally wring them out and the sweat would come pouring out onto 
the ground.  It was so humid that I could see my breathe, even though it was 85 degrees.  It was a hot 
North Carolina summer night.  On my back, I was straining under the weight of 95 pounds of gear in my 
rucksack and on my utility belt.  In my left hand I held a map and compass, and in my right hand I held a 
U.S. Army issue M-4 carbine rifle.  I was in the big show.  This was Special Forces Assessment and 
Selection.  Twelve years after when the kids were saying I wasn’t cool because I liked to play army, I was 
enduring the most grueling military training there is.  Selection lasts three weeks.  It was a gut check that 
over the three years was a mental, emotional, and physical test to see if we had what it takes to join the 
ranks of the world’s most elite warriors. 

My journey to this point started about twelve months before this time back in Basic Training.  It 
was not always smooth, but I followed what I felt was God’s lead on my heart.  So, I joined the military 
at what is considered a late age.  I was in my late twenties.  I went to Basic Training after a few weeks 
there I was helping an overweight guy on the obstacle course and gave myself a hernia.  I was tempted 
to think that maybe I was not on God’s path for me after all.  But I knew in my heart that I was on God’s 
path and that there was a gift inside of me and that I was fleshing it out, chasing it. 
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So I went to the doctor for a major surgery to put my guts back inside me and keep them there.  
Normally they would have sent me home for a month to recover, but I talked to the doctor about this 
because I didn’t want to have to come back and start over at the beginning.  With God’s favor, the 
doctor gave me a three-day pass.  I didn’t have to exercise for three days.  I ate as much as I could.  I 
drank as much water as I could, and four days after my hernia surgery, I was out doing a ruck march with 
65 pounds of gear leading the troops as the Platoon Leader.  They had elected me as their leader.  That 
is just a small story of what God can do. 

After Basic Training I went to Airborne School and learned how to jump out of perfectly good 
airplanes.  Next I went to a school called the Primary Leader Development Course.  From there comes a 
story about what happens when you are operating in your gift.  There was a young man there named 
Antoine.  Every couple of days we had pretty intense academic tests.  By the grace of God I was scoring 
at the highest in the class.  Honestly, the tests really were not that challenging for me.  I was cruising 
through, but I noticed that Antoine needed some help.  So we sat down after class and worked together.  
I showed him how, on these open book tests, you could use the table of contents and the index.  You 
know what, within a week, he was scoring the highest grades in the class.  Higher than me even.  That is 
what happens when you are operating in your gift.  You can bless other people like that.  This guy 
completely found a new confidence in himself.  He took that back to his military unit, which made them 
stronger.  He became a stronger leader.  He was a new man.  I opened up a new page and it was so 
simple.  I just invested a little in his life.  You know what happened?  God honored me and the students 
and cadre of the school honored me and elected me as the Distinguished Honor Graduate of the course. 

Next was Special Forces Selection.  This is where I was at three o’clock in the morning.  I was in a 
swamp with water up to my chest.  I had a boot caught in between two logs underwater.  There were 
cottonmouth and water moccasin snakes all over the place in this swamp, and I was just laughing - I was 
having such a good time.  I was doing exactly what I was supposed to be doing.  What I was born to do.   

This Selection process was no joke.  Many of the guys there had small drainage holes in their 
jungle boots.  We put around 200 miles on our feet during Selection, almost all of it carrying heavy loads 
on our backs, combined with all kinds of drills and stresses with no sleep for three weeks.  Guys would 
be walking in their boots and you would hear this squishy sound and look down and blood would be 
squirting out of their boots.  I saw guys lose the entire bottom part of their heel.  It would fall off and 
they would have a big chunk of flesh in their hand.  I had blisters the size of silver dollars, but I just put 
100 mile-per-hour tape over it and kept on going.  We had guys that would get dehydrated and go down 
as heat casualties.  We had guys that quit all the time.  Guys that decided this suffering was not for 
them.  It was a process that weeded out those who didn’t have what it takes from those who did have 
what it takes to join the brotherhood.  Out of the 313 men that we started Selection with, I graduated 
the year long Special Forces Qualification Course a year later with 11 of those original 313.   

During Special Forces training the government invested several million dollars in me, and I got to 
do some amazing things like learn foreign languages and play with explosives and fire weapons.  At the 
end of the day, God honored me.  I finished Special Forces training with one of the highest scores in the 
history of Special Forces.   

I think back to when I was 12 years old, and I had a seed of a dream in my heart.  Even though 
other people couldn’t see it, it was there all along.  So, I want to encourage you guys that you have 
something unique inside of you - that you have something great inside of you.  God says in His word, “I 
knew you before I formed you in the womb.”  He has a plan for your life.  He knit you together with 
something great in mind, taking a little piece of His mighty bright light and putting that light in you.  Now 
it is your responsibility, it is my responsibility, we all have a responsibility to let that light shine by being 
ambassadors of Christ here on earth and by being courageous enough to be who we are.  You see when 
I was 12 years old, I didn’t have a strong relationship with Christ, and I didn’t have the confidence to be 
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courageous about my gifts, about the fact that I could run through the forest at night without a light.  
Not many kids can do that.  It’s a gift, but didn’t realize it at the time.  Twelve years later, when I was 
finishing the land navigation exercises before the rest of the guys, I realized it was a gift.  Some guys 
were too scared to go into the deep forest by themselves at night period, especially after days without 
sleeping and with skin sloughing off of your arms and legs because you are so tired and your immune 
system is down. 

Listen.  You have something great in you.  You have a responsibility, a God-given responsibility, 
to share it with the rest of us. Don’t let the world give you the message that you are lacking somehow, 
that there is something missing.  No, instead, listen to God.  Listen to God’s word, and receive the 
message that you are uniquely designed.  That He has given you a gift – a precious, special gift, and I 
want you to share it with the world.   

Twelve years ago I was made fun of for playing with army guns.  You know?  I still play with army 
guns today - like HK 9mm automatics with silencers, like M-4 carbines with attached M-203 grenade 
launcher, like Barrett .50 sniper rifles.  I have driven armored personnel carriers, I have jumped out of 
just about every type of helicopter and cargo plane we have.  I get to blow up trucks and cars and shoot 
everything.  I am still playing with army guns, and I’m living a dream with Top Secret clearance.  They 
have trained me to speak several different languages.  I have a U.S. diplomatic passport.  In fact, as soon 
as I leave here I am headed home to pack my bags for another trip.   

So remember my story.  I was 12 years old getting beat down for doing something I loved to do.  
Fast forward 12 years.  God knew when I was 12 years old that I was going to be a Green Beret.  I didn’t 
know it then.  I wasn’t listening to Him, but God knew it and He led me, and He honored me, and he 
allowed me to graduate as Distinguished Honor Graduate, for His glory, so I can tell you this story right 
now and encourage you.  Let us resolve together to have the courage to be ourselves.  Let us resolve to 
have the courage to share our gifts with the world.  If we do that together, one by one, we can change 
the heart of a nation. 

Thank you for choosing to spend this time with Heart Of A Nation®, where our mission is to 
transform boys into responsible, Godly young men.  Remember that Jesus is always good, always loves 
you, always is with you, and if you believe in Him and walk in His ways, He’ll take your life on an 
adventure you never could have imagined!  He has mine. 

Topic 1a Questions to Consider  
 
Main Point:  With God you have what it takes to not just make it in this world but excel.  You also 
have a responsibility to use the talent(s) God has given you not just for yourself but to build up God’s 
kingdom.  

1) Read the below , circle the verbs and underline the words you like 

 2nd Peter 13His divine power has given us everything we need for life and godliness through our 
knowledge of him who called us by his own glory and goodness.  
 
1 peter 4:8 And above all things have fervent love for one another, for “love will cover a multitude of 
sins.”[c] 9 Be hospitable to one another without grumbling. 10 As each one has received a gift, minister it 
to one another, as good stewards of the manifold grace of God. 
 

2) Do you have what it takes to make it in this life?   Based on on 2
nd

 Peter 1:3, why?  

______________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________ 

http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1%20Peter+4&version=NKJV#fen-NKJV-30451c
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______________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________ 

 

 

3) Based on 1 Peter 4:8, Does it say that there are people who have received NO gift or 

talent from God?     Has each person received at least one talent from God?     Does that 

mean you have received at least one talent from God?    How do you find it/them ?  

______________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________ 

 

 

4) There are many influences in your life that are telling you that you do not have what it 

takes to make it in this life. Many times at school, the “cool” people are cussing, talking 

about sex, wearing certain clothes, hanging out with people who do things you know God 

would not want for you.  What are some of those influences in your life, and what are 

they telling you?  

______________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

5) Do you have a responsibility to use the talents you have been given by God?  Why and 

how is it to be used based on 1 Peter 4:8 

______________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________ 

 

6) Just like Tom was being prepared to become a Green Beret early in life by playing army 

when he was 12 years old, what are some things that God may be preparing for you?  Is it 

better to try and find out if a sport/activity is for you or not to try at all?  

______________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________ 
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7) Review some of the videos at http://lifewithoutlimbs.org/.  What kind of reasons could Nick 
Vujicic could have come up with to not use the gifts God had given him? 

 

______________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________ 

 

http://lifewithoutlimbs.org/

